Taping Your Reel to Your Rod

By Steve Knapik
Many surf rats such prefer taping their reels to their rods rather than using a reel seat. My reason is because I like the flexibility of moving my reels further up or further down the blank rather than being forced to only one fixed position.  I hear from time to time some guys complain that their reels get loose or even can get pried off the rod when fighting a decent fish when using a taped on reel. 
If you dunk your reel a lot the tape will get wet and there is always a possibility of having “tape failure.”  One way I make sure that my reel doesn’t tear off the rod or shift is by securing it with either 80# mono line or 130# Dacron fishing line prior to taping.  Some guys simply use electrical tape, electrical tie-downs, heavy duty shrink wraps or even small clamps. I like using 130# Dacron fishing line simply because it’s strong, flexible and doesn’t interfere with the feel of the rod & reel in my hands. If done correctly the reel won’t shift or come loose.
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The most important thing is to only use quality electrical tape.  If you buy the cheap stuff from the dollar store you’re going to have some problems.

I always use quality shink wrap on my rods.  It cuts down on chafing my waders and it makes taping a reel to a rod  as well as removing the tape simple without damging the cork tape underneath.
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Once I have the reel positioned on the rod I want it I secure it with a couple turns of quality electrical tape to hold it in place.
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Using 8 to 10 feet of 80# mono fishing line or 130# Dacron fishing line make a loop and pull the line thru very tight while wrapping it around the feet of the reel without creating any knots. I like using Dacron only because it’s more flexible than mono and it will hold to my rod better than mono.
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 Once you have it wrapped around a few times hold it tight until you have the electrical tape in place over the Dacron. I usually wrap the electrical tape to about an inch past the feet of the reel.  You should use as much tape as you feel is necessary without making the grip uncomfortable.  If you use too little tape you run the risk of having ‘tape failure.”  What is nice about using Dacron and shrink wrap is that the reel doesn't shift side to side and the Dacron itself won't move either. Give this system a try, it works for me!
